
is typically an elected position that
oversees a county's law enforcement.

While the role of elected sheriffs varies,
most are responsible for overseeing
local jails, transporting prisoners and
detainees, investigating crimes, and
policing. Some even act as coroners,
ruling over a person’s cause of death.

or another local government official
usually appoints the chief of police in
their city to manage law enforcement.

Mayors are usually responsible for
presenting a yearly budget to the City

Council for approval and may introduce
new laws, depending on the charter.

Many cities have non-elected City
Managers who are responsible for

their daily functions.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

appoints the attorney general who leads
the Department of Justice. This

executive department of the United
States government is responsible for

enforcing federal law and administering
justice in the United States. 

SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
IN CONGRESS

create federal laws and have the power
to reform the criminal justice system

through legislation. Congress also
provides oversight of federal agencies

like the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

are considered the top law enforcement
officials because they decide when an
arrest leads to a charge. They have the

authority to investigate and bring issues
to trial, prosecute criminal offenses
(including making certain offences a

lower priority for prosecution), create
plea bargains, and make sentencing

recommendations. Also called county
prosecutors, city attorneys, and state's

attorneys. 

has the final vote in creating reform laws
and approving a city's law enforcement

budget. Some city charters give their
Council members the power to select

department heads and direct control over
city departments. City Councils often

appoint the City Manager. County
Commissioners play a similar role to the
City Council, but for issues affecting an

entire county.

are responsible for overseeing court
proceedings. Appointed or elected,
judges sign warrents, set bail, and
determine the sentence in criminal

cases. When a jury is not present, judges
also determine guilt.

appoints officials like judges, parole
board members, and directors of

departments like public safety and
corrections.  They also are able to grant

clemency, pass executive orders, and
influence state budget funding. 

HOW DOES YOUR VOTE CONNECT
TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE

SYSTEM?
Here's a breakdown of the elected offices that could be on

your ballot:

EVERY ELECTION MATTERS. 

is the chief legal advisor and chief law
enforcement officer for their state. The

attorney general influences a state's
approach to law enforcement, setting

particular law enforcement priorities and
focusing extra resources on these issues.

is responsible for policies that define
what constitutes crime, the procedures

for responding to crime, sentencing
structures, and funding of government

agencies that are responsible for dealing
with offenders and victims. 
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